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“Watch and Pray” 


By Maude Steenburg 
66 ULD ye not watch with me one 
hour?”— 
Oh, teach me, that I may 
Resist the Tempter’s subtle power, 
When I have learned to pray. 


Dear Lord, how many times I’ve prayed 
“Watch over them for me,” 

But, oh, how few the times I've stayed 
To watch one hour with Thee! 


I could have learned so many things 
While close to Thee in prayer, 

And known the joy communion brings 
To all who tarry there. 


And we shall have His gift of peace 
In Christ, our strength and stay, 

When from the world we seek release 
By tarrying to pray. 


v 


ll. Times of Refreshing 


When we read of blessings poured 
out upon the Church long ago, we are 
often tempted to think, “Times were dif- 
ferent then, and those men were far 
above me spiritually.” There may be 
some truth in this, but the fact remains 
that they were men of like passions with 
ourselves, and we have the same Advo- 
cate and Intercessor, “Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and to day, and for ever” 
(Heb. 13:8). So let us look again into 


the story of the early days of the Fulton 
Street Prayer Meeting by Dr. Prime. It 
was begun in September, 1857, by Jer- 
emiah Calvin Lamphier, an energetic, 
active businessman who gave 


up his 


business at God’s call to devote himself 
to city missionary work. “Each week 
day since.” wrote Dr. Prime in 1882, 
“summer and winter alike, holiday or 
working day. has witnessed a company 
of worshipers at the throne of grace right 
in the heart of the busiest part of the 


ever-busy metropolis.” How was this 
noon-hour meeting conducted? “Pre- 
cisely at twelve the leader arises and 


annountées a hymn. Two or three verses 
are sung. The missionary leads the sing- 
ing. He is a lover of sacred song, and 
his strong, clear, resonant voice carries 
the tune along. He sings quickly, and 
none may drag with such a chorister 
A brief of Scripture is read, 
containing perhaps some earnest exhor- 
tation or some of the promises, the 
ancient promises so often tried and still 
so true. Then a brief prayer is offered, 
and a dozen or more of the written re- 
quests for prayer are presented If 
written in few words, they are read in 
full. If scarcely to be deciphered, or 
possibly filling page after page, the sub- 
ject is presented in as few words as the 
request contains pages. The meeting is 
then ‘thrown open,’ and any who choose 
are welcome to take part. praying or 
speaking as they may feel led. No one 
speaker must occupy more than five min- 
utes, and those who only three 
are the more appreciated. Strangers are 
particularly invited to speak. The meet- 


% 


passage 


occupy 


ing has been conducted on the same prin- 
ciples, guided by the same rules, carried 
on in the same informal manner from the 
start.” Testimonies would come from all 
over the world, either by letter or from 
strangers who would drop into the meet- 


ing. Here is one from a missionary to 
India: “This is my first visit to the Ful- 


ton Street Prayer Meeting, and though I 
had intended keeping silence, the words 
we sung just now—God moves in a 
mysterious way, His wonders to perform’ 
impelled me to rise. A little over twenty- 
one years since while laboring in South- 
ern India, I was delighted, in common 
with my co-laborers, as well as somewhat 
surprised, to see numbers of persons 
coming to the missionaries to ask what 
they must do to be saved. There were 
so many inquirers that it was evident an 
interest had been awakened 
among them, and we said one to another, 
‘Some one must be praying for us.’ Be- 
fore long we heard of the institution of 
this noonday prayer service. and heard, 
too, that at the loving solicitation of in- 
terested friends our work had been very 
earnestly remembered in prayer. That 
work is still in progress, and our expe- 
rience since proves that God still moves 
in a mysterious way when He would 
perform His wonderful work.” 


unusual 


Based on “Prayer and Its Answer,” by S. 
Irenaeus Prime D.D (Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, New York, 1882, out of print). 
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Training Missionary Dentists 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon on the unique ministry of W. G. Lewis, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 


HEN Paul listed the category of 

servants in the Church, he named 

first, apostles; later teachers; 
those with gifts of healing; then helpers. 
At times there emerge Christians who 
seem to have more than their single gift. 
And with such a one we now deal. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“When my spirit was over- 
whelmed within me, then thou 
knewest my path. In the way 
wherein I walked have they privily 
laid a snare for me” (Psa. 142:3). 























For many years Mr. W. G. Lewis of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, has been an active 
businessman. He has published a trade 
paper unique in that it sets apart two 
pages for the promotion of the apostolic 
work of foreign missions. His own son 
is on the mission field in Argentina. 

He qualifies also for the ministry of 
healing, which he has long exercised; 
also in a unique way, and notably, in a 
ministry of helps. “Helps” (antilepseis) 
means the taking hold of a burden on 
the other side or in turn. “Ye ought to 
help the weak,” said Paul (Acts 20:35, 
A.S.V.), using the same word, and add- 
ing the admonition to remember the 
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words of the Lord Jesus, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 

Finally, he is ‘at work teaching, of 
which more anon. 





For nine years Mr. Lewis, alongside 
his business, has practiced dentistry for 
the benefit of Christian workers, students 
in Bible schools, and missionaries on the 
field. This has been done gratis. He 
traveled to West Africa, Formosa, Japan, 
Argentina, and other lands to give free 
service to all missionaries in need of 
dental care. He fixed the teeth of Chiang 
Kai-shek and Mme. Chiang as well as 
those of aborigines in the Formosan 
mountains. A large percentage of stu- 
dents in Bible schools need this atten- 
tion, and he has done free work for thou- 
sands. 

It is not only the teeth that are reached. 
All know how widely sickness, often in- 
explicable sickness, can be traced back 
to defective teeth. Many examples are 
here given. “In Nigeria, a missionary 
was suffering frequent heart attacks. 
She came 400 miles for examination. 
Four infected teeth were removed and 
the attacks ceased.” So another mission- 
ary was saved to continue in the work 
of the Gospel! In Texas a fine young 
man, working his way ¢hrough a Bible 
school, was crippled with rheumatism. 
The X ray showed large abcesses at the 
roots of two upper front teeth. “We 
removed and replaced them. In a 
few days the rheumatism was gone.” 
In Formosa two impacted wisdom teeth 
were causing excruciating headaches. 
What to do? It would cost $700 to return 
home. The operation was performed by 
Mr. Lewis and the headaches passed 
away as morning mist. 

Many are unable to pay for needed 
care. “A missionary in the Kentucky 
mountains had all her teeth out. Plates 
would cost $300. She did not even have 
a start. She was crying and praying 
when she pulled out of her promise box 
Psalm 81:10, “Open thy mouth wide, and 
I will fill it.” She got, if not fillings, 
what was better, full plates. 





“I am devoting my entire time to this 
work,” Mr. Lewis writes me, “especially 
to training young missionaries to do 
dental work on the fields. Ten of my 
trainees are now in Africa, India, the 
Philippines, and Borneo. Reports that 
come from their work are thrilling. 
Many a missionary is happy on the field 
who would have had to give up and come 
home if we had not been there to care 
for him. The amazing feature to a 
businessman is that this branch of mis- 
sionary support has been almost com- 
pletely neglected, although the need is 
universal. The Lord willing, within a 
few years, we will have fully trained, 
fully equipped dental missionaries on 
every field and within reach of every 
missionary in the world. I plan to incor- 
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porate our schools, the sole purpose of 
which is to train dental missionaries. 

“Our next class starts in September. 
I would like to give it as wide publicity 
as possible in order to bring young mis- 
sionaries to the course. There is no 
charge, either to our students or to the 
patients. It is all done at my expense 
as a part of our missionary offering.” 

Peter speaks of “the manifold grace 
of God”—the variegated, many-sided 
operations of the Spirit. As there were 
manifold (poikiloi) diseases which our 
Lord healed (Luke 4:40), and as the 
early Chnistians were subjected to mani- 
fold trials (1 Pet. 1:6), so the “manifold 
grace” of God provides for all wants and 
Situations. 

Again there are thousands of natives 
begging for simple dental work. After 
such help is given, hearts are wide open 
for the Gospel message. They brought 
to Jesus “all sick that were taken with 
manifold diseases.” When healéd, they 
followed Him. great multitudes of them. 
“In Nigeria and Formosa I saw crowds 
of natives receive simple medical treat- 
ment and then stand with hearts wide 
open to hear the Gospel from the mouth 
of the one who had helped them.” 





So Mr. Lewis has started this course 
for training dental missionaries. It runs 
one full school year. There is no charge 
for tuition. The student takes not less 
than a thousand X-ray pictures of teeth, 
and learns correctly to read such pic- 
tures. Hundreds of fillings are placed, 
not less than one hundred teeth are ex- 
tracted, and many full and partial plates 
are made, all under close supervision and 
direction. 

The practical work is accompanied 
daily by a study of the theory involved, 
lectures, demonstrations, and discussions, 
The graduates are able to give a careful, 
visual examination, take X rays; make a 
correct diagnosis, and then proceed to 
the needed work. 

The course is not open to the public. 
It is solely for missionaries and others 
in full-time Christian work. It does not 
lead to any dental degree or to prepara- 
tion for remunerative practice. It is the 
only course, world over, open to mission- 
aries without charge which offers such 
extensive professional practice. 

A letter from the French Sudan testi- 
fies to blessing received. Miss Prudence 
Gerber, who is a graduate, is now work- 
ing in Africa. “Not only did the mission. 
aries of our Society benefit from this 
X-ray unit, but one in the Gospel Mis- 
sionary Union.” 





Mr. Lewis estimates his work as al- 
ready having added some thousands of 
years to misSionary service. Such years 
can be the most fruitful in missionary 
life. How can we buy missionary work 
more cheaply? Should we send our be- 
loved missionaries out, praying the Lord 
of the harvest to thrust forth laborers, 
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and then neglect them so that their 
efficiency is lowered and term of service 
cut short? The governments of the world 
are wiser; they draft thousands of den- 
tists. 

So he is inviting students to his school. 
“No prerequisite except that you are an 
outgoing évangelical missionary. Single 
women are preferred, as there is less 
pressure to push them into other work 
on the field. But men are also admitted.” 
Write to Mr. W. G. Lewis, Box 704, Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. 

w 


Notes on Open Letters 


The Samaritan Believers 
and the Eunuch 


In Acts 8 the believers in Samaria 
did not receive the Holy Spirit until 
the two apostles came with laying on 
of hands. While later in the same 
chapter, we read of Philip ministering 
to the eunuch, and apparently the 
whole transaction was completed, as 
the eunuch went on his way rejoicing. 
The question has been asked in an 
adult class: Why was it necessary for 
the apostles to be present in one case 
and not in the other?—A Pennsylvania 
reader. 

The Scriptures do not clearly give us 
the answer to this question. It would 
seem that when the apostles in Jerusa- 
lem heard of the new group of believers 
in Samaria, they realized that these 
newborn people needed a special en- 
duement of power from God, to bind 
them together and make them effective 
witnesses. The Holy Spirit is not men- 
tioned in the verses (vs. 29-39) which 
tell of the conversion of the eunuch, ex- 
cept in respect to His leading of Philip. 
We must therefore conclude that Philip 
saw that no such special transaction was 
needed in the case of the eunuch, or that 
it took place later. 

The Book of Acts is the inspired his- 
tory of the early church, and every 
incident in it cannot be taken as the 
foundation of a doctrine for the Church 
in this dispensation, for Church doctrine 
and practice were then being formulated 
under the guidance of the Spirit of God. 
The Epistles give the doctrinal teaching 
for the Church in this age, summing up 
doctrines in conclusive form. The Com- 
panion Bible gives valuable side lights on 
the expression, “the Holy Ghost,” in Acts 
8:15. The Greek is pneuma hagion. In 
Appendix 101 is this note on the usage 
of the expression: “Pneuma hagion is 
never used of the Giver (the Holy 
Spirit), but only and always of His gift. 
What this gift is may be seen by compar- 
ing Acts 1:4, 5 with Luke 24:49, where 
‘the promise of the Father’ is called (in 
the former passage) pneuma hagion, and 
in the latter is called ‘power from on 
high.’ This ‘power from on high’ in- 
cludes whatever gifts the Holy Spirit 

(Continued on page 717) 
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been defined as the art of ascend- 

ing mountains with a maximum 
of enjoyment and a minimum of danger. 
All high mountains have their perils, 
while the Himalayan, Andean, or Alas- 
kan peaks present peculiar hazards of 
weather, avalanche, and altitude. The 
few who attempt Everest or K2, McKin- 
ley or Aconcagua, know their dangers. 
Most of us, however, are content to climb 
ranges like the Rockies and the Alps, 
which, though lacking the immensity of 
the Himalayas, remain in their own right 
great mountains. 

As a matter of fact, any sizable moun- 
tain must be taken seriously. Whoever 
fails to do so, climbs at undue risk. By 
Alpine or Sierra standards, New Hamp- 
shire’s Mt. Washington is not a big peak. 
Yet its long list of fatalities is made up 
in good part of climbers who under- 
estimated its savage weather. The Cum- 
berland hills of England barely top 3,000 
feet, but their cliffs and high fells have 
taken severe toll of the unwary. 

Among our great American mountains 
is Shasta in Northern California. An 
isolated volcano, rising from a base only 
a few thousand feet above sea level, it 
towers to a height of 14,161 feet. Its 
massive snow-clad cone with the sub- 
sidiary crater of Shastina dominates the 
great evergreen forests at its foot. 


An Early Start for the Top 

A trip to the West Coast for some con- 
ference engagements afforded an oppor- 
tunity to ascend this majestic peak. 
Breaking the train journey from San 
Francisco to Portland, I stopped over at 
the little town of Mt. Shasta, which looks 
up from the west to the white summit. 
A truck took me to the end of the deeply 
rutted road on Shasta’s flanks, and early 
afternoon found me, ice ax in hand 
and rucksack on shoulders, en route to 
the stone cabin of the Sierra Club at 
timber line. There I was to meet the 
University of Illinois geology student 
who was spending the summer as cabin 
caretaker. Since my train left the fol- 
lowing evening, the ascent had to be 
made the next day or not at all. 

To get up at 2 a.m. was not easy, but 
the thought of standing on Shasta’s top 
was an effective alarm. My companion, 
a blond young giant, was practically 
without climbing experience, having 
made an unsuccessful attempt on the 
mountain earlier in the summer. His 
equipment consisted of a small tree 
stripped of bark, in lieu of an alpen- 
stock, and homemade crampons, con- 
sisting of pieces of heavy tin through 


M ees detnea 25th has sometimes 
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IN. Mountain Views 


Some things every,climber should know— 
on mountains and in the Christian life 


Dr. Gaebelein writes modestly of 
really hard climbs and some narrow 
escapes on some of the great peaks 
of the North American continent. It 
is a great deal easier to go with him 
by proxy, as he reminisces in this 
series of essays on mountain climb- 
ing, than it would be to try to follow 
his footsteps literally! Once again, 
in this third drticle, he brings real 
encouragement to Christian pilgrims. 
His concluding article will be pub- 
lished next week. 








which were driven sharpened bolts to 
help footing on the icy snow. 

It was bitter cold in the small hours 
of the morning, as the wind swept 
the frozen slopes. We toiled upward, 
watching the dawn gradually dispel the 
shadows on this west side of the peak. 
Then, with blinding radiance, the sun 
struck the snow. Quickly we donned 
dark glasses and covered faces and 
hands with protective lotion. 

Visible on the skyline was a rocky 
point called, from its shape, the Thumb. 
Toward it we trudged. In climbing of 
this kind a line from Bishop Heber’s 
hymn, “The Son of God Goes Forth to 
War,” sometimes runs through my 
thoughts— “They climbed the steep 
ascent of heaven through peril, toil, and 
pain”’—though in this instance, there 
was actually little peril. The rocks 
reached, we paused to eat an orange 
before tackling the several thousand 
feet of upward sloping snows that cover 
the ancient crater. The true summit is 
atop cliffs of yellow volcanic rocks, dis- 
integrating and loose, which on this 
July day were fantastically decorated 
with frost feathers. Drawing near the 


cliffs, we could smell the sulphur fumes 
issuing from the crater floor and see 
spots where the heat of the slumbering 





Para Pass, between Mounts Para and Oubliette, 
Alberta, Canada 
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By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D. 


voleanic fires had melted the snow. 

The summit commanded views *to all 
points of the compass and as far as eye 
could see. Few are the mountains from 
which it is possible to look down 11,000 
feet over a sea of green forests and bil- 
lowing ranges. On the eastern horizon 
rose the cone of Mt. Lassen, America’s 
only active volcano; to the north the 
mountains of Oregon — McLoughlin, 
Thielsen, the Three Sisters—thrust sky- 
ward. And halfway between us and 
the forests at our feet flew a plane so 
small to the sight that it looked like 
a bumblebee. 

Descending to the Thumb was a mat- 
ter of running downhill in loose-jointed 
but alert relaxation. Whereupon, tak- 
ing from our rucksacks pieces of oil- 
cloth, we sat on them and in a matter of 
moments slid down the steep snow that 
had taken weary hours to climb. Reach- 
ing more level ground, my companion 
hastened ahead, while I sauntered after 
him. All at once I was sprawled out, 
one leg hip deep in the snow! 


No Climber Can Be Off Guard! 

Now there are some things every 
climber should know, and among them 
is the fact that snow surrounding large 
stones is invariably treacherous. This 
is because the sun heats the rock to 
comparatively high temperatures and 
the heated rock melts the snow next the 
boulder. Thus any step in snow close 
to a big rock should either be com- 
pletely avoided or else carefully tested. 
Obviously the sudden plunge of a leg 
through softened snow can all too read- 
ily snap a bone. This time, and provi- 
dentially, no harm was done. Shasta 
had simply reminded me that no climber 
can ever be off guard! A climb is not 
over until the bottom is reached. In 
fact, most accidents in the mountains 
occur on the descent and then in the 
easier places. It is when the climber is 
tired out and walking carelessly along, 
pleased perhaps with his ascent, that 
the sudden slip or incautious step 
brings accident. 

“Pride,” says Solomon, “goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit be- 
fore a fall.” Times of success and un- 
usual blessing in Christian living may 
be followed by moral and spiritual fail- 
ure, unless accepted in humble depend- 
ence upon the Lord. Many a child of 
God has fallen into sin because he has 
never learned how to come down from 
a mountaintop experience. As Emile 
Cailliet puts it, “The greater our vic- 
tories in the spiritual realm! the more 
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painful the trials that are sure to follow 
in quick succession.” ! 

But not all mishaps happen in easy 
places or while descending. Picture a 
party of four men roped together on 
the ledges of a rarely climbed peak in 
Canada’s Jasper National Park. They 
are attempting the third ascent of Mt. 
Oubljette (10,100 feet), part of the great 
wall that, with hanging glacier on its 
gray face, juts about 4,000 feet straight 
up from the colorful Amethyst Lakes. 
They have climbed up steep Para Pass, 
cutting with ice ax through the snow 
cornice at its top, and, hastening on, 
have traversed Mt. Paragon, adjoining 
the pass, on a small horizontal ledge, 
covered with loose stones. Crossing the 
col between Paragon and Oubliette, they 
have been working their way up from 
ledge to ledge on the face of Oubliette. 
The position is exposed, the outlook 
grand with precipitous Mt. Geikie in 
the near distance, while far off on the 
lavender horizon looms the tremendous 
bulk of Mt. Robson, monarch of the 
Canadian Rockies. 

The leader, an accomplished rock 
climber, is inching his way up a sheer 
wall, the second man waits on a ledge 
a few feet below him, a little lower the 
third and fourth man stand on a broader 
ledge. Suddenly and wordlessly the 
leader falls; passing the second and 
third men, he twists in mid-air and, 
still clutching his ice ax, lands on the 
shoulders of the fourth man, who col- 
lapses with him on the ledge but does 
not roll over. For a moment all is 
quiet. Then the other two move for- 
ward to help their companions. The 
leader is unhurt, his friend on whom 
he has fallen only dazed. Little is said, 
but each is thinking what might have 
been had the two gone over the ledge. 
The rope might have held; the other 
two might have checked the fall. Yet 
the strain of two falling bodies is very 
great. One thinks soberly at such a 
time; I know, for I was the third man 
on the rope. Thankfully we pulled our- 
selves together and went on to com- 
plete the climb.2 

In his “Scrambles Amongst the Alps,” 
one of the classics of mountain litera- 
ture, Edward Whymper prefaces a chap- 
ter with the words of Euripides, “How 
pleasant it is for him who is saved to 
remember his danger.” There is a good 
deal of insight in those words; human 
nature takes a certain delight in narrow 
escapes, and some escapes become nar- 
rower with the passage of time. But 
the foregoing experience has not been 
related with a desire just to take pleas- 
ure in the remembrance of danger. 
Rather do I look back upon it as a won- 
derful example of God’s gracious pro- 
tection. Without question we were 
saved that day from what might have 
been a terrible accident. 
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Final rocks of Mt. Oubliette, 
Alberta, Canada 





Gratitude for physical safety is one 
thing, and few there are who withhold 
thanks for such protection. Yet how 
many are blind to the protection from 
spiritual disaster available in God’s Son! 
In rock climbing, safety depends largely 


A Finished Education 





August 22, 1953 


upon the leader’s judgment and his 
companions’ skillful management of the 
rope. It is the leader who takes the 
greatest risk. A cardinal dictum of 
rock climbing ig that the leader must 
not fall. But human beings are fallible 
and a fall is possible.. Therefore, the 
second man must be on the alert to 
belay the leader, and all the party, being 
united on the rope—for climbing is 
teamwork — are mutually involved. 
What happens to one will usually affect 
all. 

The heart of personal Christianity 
may be put in mountaineering terms. 
In the Lord Jesus we have a Leader 
who cannot fall. Tempted in all points 
like as we are, yet apart from sin, He 
has Himself experienced the risks of 
our common humanity. Those who 
trust Him He holds fast. The rope that 
binds the believer to the Saviour in 
perfect security is the sovereign pur- 
pose of Almighty God. And while we 
may fall momentarily, it is impossible 
for our divine Leader to let even one 
of His redeemed slip beyond the power 
of His lifting, rescuing love. 

(To be continued) 


Experiences” 
Abingdon- 


“Personal Religious 
(p. 88), in “Fruits of Faith,” 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. 

2The fall had occurred because a handhold 
had suddenly given way—something that 
must be constantly guarded against, espe- 
cially in these mountains. 


Why it should include Sunday school training 


os te do you go to Sunday school?” 
I frequently ask this question to 
gain the attention of the boys and girls 
when I speak to them. The answers are 
generally of a similar nature—“To learn 
about God”; “To study about Jesus”; “To 
hear Bible stories.” It was somewhat 
startling, then, to have one pupil give 
this most unusual and striking reply, “To 
finish my education.” This answer was 
not only perfectly correct, but so excep- 
tional as to provoke some thought. 

The American boy and girl cannot 
complete their education apart from the 
Sunday school. 

Never, before the American republic, 
has history recorded a successful democ- 
racy. But never before had a democracy 
possessed a public school and a Sunday 
school. If the people are to rule, they 
must be intelligent. For this the nation 
has made provision in its excellent public 
school system, with which one out of 
every four of the American people are 
associated, either in attending, or teach- 
ing, or directing. If the people are to 
rule, it is equally important that they be 
men and women of character. This ele- 
ment for a successful democracy is not 
provided in our public schools. 


By CLARENCE H. BENSON, Litt.D. 


In 1876. a commission was sent over by 
the French Government to study the 
educational agencies in America. Dr. H. 
Clay Trumbull declared that no depart- 
ment of primary education impressed the 
president of that commission as more 
important and more noteworthy than 
that of the Sunday school. From its 
voluminous report we read: 

The Sunday school is not an acces- 
sory agency in the normal economy of 
American education. It is an absolute 
necessity for the complete education of 
the child. Its aim is to fill by itself the 
complex mission which elsewhere is in 
large measure assigned to the family, 
the school, and the church. 

When the constitution was adopted, 
democracy was on trial in the new world. 
There were many who believed that 
sooner or later some form of monarchy 
would be established. But those who 
recognized that the permanence of a re- 
public depended upon the character of 
its citizens were fully persuaded of the 
importance of the Sunday school. The 
hearty reception given to the movement 
in America convinced educators that 
here was the solution to the problem of 
the separation of church and state in 
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public instruction. Religion could be 
taught independent of secular instruc- 
tion. Church substitutes for the public 
Schools would not be necessary if the 
church would give its full support to the 
Sunday schoo] while the government as- 
sumed its responsibility for secular in- 
struction. From the beginning the nation 
has recognized this dual system of 
schools. Sunday has been vacated for 
the school of the church, and the build- 
ings of the latter have shared the same 
exemption from taxes. Quite recently 
the Government ruled that twenty per 
cent of the income tax can be used for 
Sunday schoo! purposes. In making this 
generous provision for the Sunday school 
it would appear that the Government, 
even today, is fully convinced that a 
pupil must attend both schools to be 
completely educated. 

The public schools of Orange County, 
Florida, have printed upon the report 
card for the benefit of parents as well as 
pupils this significant statement: 

We believe in the spiritual welfare 
of your child and, to this end, we urge 
that he be regularly identified with a 
church or Sunday school. 

The results of a questionnaire sent out 
by the Superintendent of Schools of 
Orange County would appear to justify 
the insertion of the above statement upon 
every pupil’s report card. This question- 
naire revealed the fact that fifty-two per 
cent of the pupils were members of the 
churoh and that sixty-eight per cent 
attended Sunday school regularly. But 
what was most significant was the fact 
that practically all of the A and B pupils 
were either church members or attended 
Sunday school regularly. The mental as 
well as the moral delinquents were the 
pupils that did not complete their educa- 
tion in the Sunday school. 

During the last century it was the gen- 
eral impression that to succeed in life 
a man must have a college education. 
Statistics were frequently quoted to 
show that in order to gain entrance 
into “Who’s Who in America,” or to 
reach any commanding position, a col- 
lege education was necessary. In that 
century a much larger number of col- 
lege graduates had completed their ed- 
ucation in the Sunday school so that 
the importance of the latter was not 
apparent. Today it is different. A 
study by Chandler Hunt, in a recent 
issue of Reader’s Digest, covering cleri- 
cal and office workers in seventy-six 
companies, analyzes the reasons why 
employees are not promoted. Lack of 
skill accounts for only twenty-four’ per 
cent. Lack of initiative and ambi- 
tion, carelessness, laziness, and tardiness 
accounted for seventy-six per cent. 
These are defects of character, not in- 
telligence, and only one out of four of 
those attending public school today be- 
lieve that it is the Sunday school 
rather “than the college that best pre- 
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pares a man for a successful career. 
Perhaps Prof. William Lyon Phelps was 


thinking of this when he made his 
widely published statement about the 
Bible. This famous scholar, who for 


many years was head of the department 
of literature at Yale University, said: 
Everyone who has a knowledge of 
the Bible may truly be called edu- 
cated, and no other learning or culture, 
no matter how elegant or extensive, 
can among Europeans and Americans 
form a proper substitute. I thoroughly 
believe in a university education for 
both men and women, but I believe 
that a knowledge of the Bible is more 
valuable than a college course without 
a knowledge of the Bible. 
The Bible ig not in the curriculum of 
the public school and the American 
pupil, if he “may truly be called edu- 
cated,” must include in his education 
the school where it is taught. 
Considering the fact that the Sunday 
school is “an absolute necessity for the 
complete education of the child,” it is 
tragic that it does not have a larger 
recognition as an American institution 
of learning. According to a chart com- 
piled by The Gideons International, 
based on the 1940 population, less than 
one-fourth of the children in the 
United States are enrolled in Sunday 
school, and these do not attend much 
more than half of the time. Perhaps 
this lack of respect for the Sunday school 
may be due to its weak organization 
and impoverished program. Sunday 
schools that are doing nothing to better 
their condition can never hgpe to com- 
pete with public schools for the atten- 
tion and interest of pupils and parents. 
As we raise the standards of teaching, 
we will increase the respect of those to 
whom we may look for support. Cer- 
tainly we cannot have a real school 
without real teachers, and we cannot 
have real teachers without training. 


Before the introduction of normal 
schools there was little difference be- 
tween the ability of the public school 
teacher and that of the Sunday school 
instructor. With the acceptance of the 
new agency for the training of teachers, 
the improvement of the public school 
was rapid and the Sunday school sadly 
suffered in comparison. Even as early 


as 1847, the success of _ institutional 
training led Dr. D. P. Kidder, corre- 
sponding secretary of the Methodist 


Sunday School Union, to make an ear- 
nest plea for similar preparation of 
Sunday school instructors. In 1866, Dr. 
John S. Hart, an eminent educator and 
the first editor of THe SunpAy ScHOOL 
TIMEs wrote: 
Let the plain, painful 
spoken. Our Sunday 


truth _ be 
schools are 


taught by those who know not how to 
teach. Our schools will never accom- 
plish what they must do until our 
teachers know better how to teach and 
what to teach. Whoever will devise 
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the means of doing this effectually will 
help forward the great cause as much 
as if he were to put a hundred mission- 
aries in the field. 

In 1886, D. L. Moody devised the 


means in the founding of the Moody 
Bible Institute. Here at last a Sunday 
school teacher could concentrate as 


fully as a normal student upon “how 
to teach and what to teach.” This was 
the beginning of a great movement in 
America and Canada that was to mul- 
tiply Bible institutes until their num- 
ber equalled that of the normal schools. 

In 1931 a second movement, the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association, 
provided a common standard in curric- 
ulum that would assure graduates of 
these training schools as adequate prep- 
aration for teaching in the Sunday 
school as the Government provides for 
public instruction. Already over one 
hundred members of the Association 
have issued nearly twenty thousand 
diplomas, while affiliated institutions 
and church and community classes have 
given partial instruction to thousands 
who have not been able to enroll in one 
of the co-operating schools. “An _ in- 
creasing number of Sunday schools to- 
day are winning the respect of pupils 
and parents by a staff of real teachers. 
With such excellent facilities for the 
training of teachers, the American pupil 
will discover that these skilled instruc- 
tors can make the Bible a fascinating 
study, and can so command their in- 
terest that they will realize that their 
education is not complete unless it in- 
cludes the Bible school. 

CHICAGO. 
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The Samaritan Believers 
(Continued from second page) 


may bestow ‘according to His own will.’ 
What particular gift is meant is some- 
times stated, eg. ‘faith,’ ‘power,’ etc. 
This will be found to be the case in 
every one of the 52 occurrences. See Acts 
2:4 (the first occurrence subsequent to 
Acts 1:4, 5), where we read ‘they were 
all filled with pnewma hagion, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as THE 
Spirit gave.’ Here the Giver and His gift 
are strictly distinguished.” 

Every believer in this Church age re- 
ceives the Holy Spirit as soon as he is 
born again. “But ye are not in the flesh, 
but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you. Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his” (Rom. 8:9). “What? know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own?” 
(1 Cor. 6:19.) “In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were 
Sealed with that holy Spirit of promise” 
(Eph. 1:13). 
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' International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 6. THE CHRISTIAN’S USE OF POSSESSIONS 
Luke 12:16-23; 1 Timothy 6:1-19; printed text, 1 Timothy 6:6-19 


Golden Text.—The love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.—1 Tim. 6: 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Tim. 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out. 

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 

9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. 

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which 
while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow 
after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good 
profession before many witnesses. 

13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all 
things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate 


14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unre- 
bukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 

16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which 
no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor ean 
See: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 

17 @harge them that are rich in this world, that they be not 
high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 

18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to distribute, willing to communicate; 

19 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
life. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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witnessed a good confession; 



































The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


(TL avout is nothing essentially evil 
about money. Basically it is a 
means of exchange. It is true that 
some uncomplimentary epithets are at- 
tached to it in Scripture. For instance, 
it is called “filthy lucre” (1 Tim. 3:3, 8; 
Titus 1:7, 11; 1 Pet. 5:2), and “the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness” (Luke 16:9, 11). 
But these names are given it in cénnec- 
tion with the inordinate desire that men 
have for it, and the wickedness in which 
they will indulge in order to secure it. 

There are three things that the Chris- 
tian must watch with respect to money: 
the desire for it, his means of obtaining 
it, and the use he makes of it. 

The desire for money for its own sake 
or for selfish purposes must be fought to 
the death. Covetousness is idolatry (Col. 
3:5), and as soon as a Christian takes 
more interest in making money than in 
his Bible or prayer or the house of God 
or the winning of souls, he has set up 
his idol. 

The Christian has no right to make 
money out of any sort of business which 
tends to destroy the souls of men. He 
has no right to make money by sharp 
practices. He has no right to make 
money by paying poor wages or charg- 
ing exorbitant prices. He has no right to 
make money by gambling. He has no 
right to engage in any business deal 
which cannot meet the full approval of 
the Lord Jesus. 

A Christian is a steward. His steward- 
ship embraces his money. He may not 
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hoard it as a miser. He may not squan- 
der it on selfish pleasure. He may not 
simply use it to make more. By the 
direction of the Holy Spirit he must 
learn what proportion to distribute for 
benevolent purposes, what proportion to 
assign to the care of his household, and 
what proportion to turn to business pur- 
poses, 


Verse by Verse 

1 Tim. 6:6.—“Godliness with content- 
ment is great gain.” Weemust get the 
order right. To suppose that “gain .is 
godliness” (v. 5) is self-deception. There 
is no virtue in riches, nor is wealth nec- 
essarily a token of divine favor, but he 
who fears the Lord and is content with 
his lot is rich beyond worldly computa- 
tion. 

Verse 7.—“For we brought nothing 
into... wecan carry nothing out.” The 
reference is, of course, to worldly pos- 
sessions. What are we worth, then? 
Zero! We are only playing for a little 
while with toys that do not belong to us. 
Behold the vanity of riches! See Job 
1:21. 

Verse 8.—‘And having food and rai- 
ment let us be therewith content.” All 
the “extras” are unnecessary, and can 
quickly become an encumbrance, as we 
know when we have to move! ‘Such pro- 
vision as enables us to fulfill God’s pur- 
pose for our life should satisfy us. Any- 
thing beyond that can become a Snare, 
if not carefully watched. 

Verse 9.—“But they that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare . 
lusts, which drown men in destruction.” 
Nothing more exposes one to temptation 


and renders him helpless against it than 
a mind set upon riches. Senseless and 
harmful desires take possession, engulf- 
ing men in their ruinous tide. 

Verse 10.—“For the love of money is 
the root of all evil.” Better, “the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 

Verse 11.—“But thou, O man of God, 
flee these things; and follow after .. . 
meekness.” This love of money is not 
something to be played with. We must 
keep as far from it as possible, or it will 
creep upon us. The antidote is a posi- 
tive, diligent, intensive pursuit of the 
high virtues which are in Christ. So 
long as we are engrossed in this pursuit, 
the love of money will not catch up with 
us. 

Verse 12.—“Fight the good fight of 
faith, lay hold on eternal life.” This is 
not military language in the Greek, but 
the language of the games, in which ath- 
letes contended for garlands that quickly 
withered. The prize in the good contest 
of the faith is the “crown of glory that 
fadeth not away” (1 Pet. 5:4), here re- 
lated to eternal life. 

Verse 13.—“Christ Jesus, who before 
Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confes- 
sion.” Read “the good cenfession.” Read 
John 18:36, 37. See the same expression 
in verse 12. 

Verse 14—“Keep this commandment 
... until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The appearing of Christ is a 
strong incentive and encouragement in 
the ministry committed to us. 

Verse 15.—“Which in his times he shall 
shew ... the blessed and only Potgntate, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords.” 
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“Which” refers back to “appearing” in 
verse 14. The “he,” described in majes- 
tic terms, is God. At the appropriate 
time, which the Father has appointed, 
He will show this great spectacle, “the 
glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” But see Rev- 
elation 19: 16. 

Verse 16.—“Who only hath immortal- 
ity ... to whom be honour and power 
everlasting.” This doxology is ascribed 
to God in His essential being, perhaps 
with particular reference to the Father. 
It cannot be the Son, as the note about 
invisibility indicates. 

Verse 17.—“Be not highminded, nor 
trust in uncertain riches, but in the liv- 
ing God, who giveth us richly all things 
to enjoy.” Wealth does not make a man 
superior. Riches are certainly not to be 
trusted (Prov. 3:4, 5). God's gifts are 
to be enjoyed, but they must not take 
the place of the Giver in our hearts. 

Verse 18.—“Rich in good works, ready 
to distribute, willing to communicate.” 
True riches consist of what goes out, 
not of what comes in. “Willing to com- 
municate” is one word in the Greek, 
related to the idea of fellowship. It sug- 
gests sharing. 

Verse 19.—“Laying up ...a good foun- 
dation . lay hold on eternal life.” 
Mixed metaphor here, but suggestive of 
Matthew 6:19-21. “Eternal life’ should 
read “the life indeed,” and does not refer 
to salvation, but to spiritual enlarge- 
ment. . 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Money has a terrible fascination for 
men, and we Christians are by no means 
immune to its snare. 

Yet the lust for money is unspeakably 
foolish. Wealth bestows no virtue, nor 
endows one with any Superiority. In 
this land of democracy, where we have 
no aristocracy of rank, many aspire to 
an aristocracy of money, but it is just 
as empty a show as any other kind of 
aristocracy. Certainly the gain of this 
world does not give us acceptance with 
God, and it is no necessary mark of 
God’s favor. Moreover, wealth is like a 
borrowed toy. We did not bring it with 
us into the world, and we shall not take 
it with us when we leave. We have it 
for a short hour. We are like children 
visiting in a home where there is an 
electric train, assuming possession for 
the moment, but having to leave it when 
they depart. Over against that, godliness 
is real gain, “having promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to 
come” (1 Tim. 4:8). 

What about those who have wealth? 
One may have wealth by the will of 
God, and in such case certain responsi- 
bilities follow. If these are accepted and 
discharged, they will save men from the 
dangers of riches. In the first place, the 
man of means must avoid the temptation 
to transfer his trust from God the giver 
to the gift. Otherwise he may find the 
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Last Week's Lesson 
9. August 30.—Standards for Christian 
Leaders. 1 Timothy 3:1-13; 4:6- 
16; 5:21, 22; 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. September 13.—Courage for Chris- 
tian Living. 2 Timothy 1:3-14; 2:1-15 








gift suddenly withdrawn. In the second 

place, he must recognize that he is God’s 

steward, using his wealth as a means of 

supplying the needs of others, and so 

securing “treasures in heaven,” while 

even now realizing life on the highest 

plane—life that is nourished by giving. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1 The folly of the desire for wealth 
(1 Tim. 6:6-8). 

2. The danger of the craving for wealth 
(vs. 9, 12). 

3. The antidote for the lust for wealth 
(vs. 13-16). 

4. The responsibility of the man of 
wealth (vs. 17-19). 


Topics for Development 

Gift or Prize? Is eternal life a gift or 
a prize? We have always been taught 
that it was “the gift of God .. . through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23) in 
response to faith (John 5:24). Yet here, 
in 1 Timothy 6:12 it seems to be offered 
as a prize to those who contend success- 
fully in the grand contest of faith. 
Which is correct? Both, of course, or 
they would not both be taught in Scrip- 
ture. The gift of eternal life is but the 
beginning, not the end. Remember that 
eternal life is a quality of being, not just 
an extension of existence. It is the life 
of God, and as we receive it as His gift 
to us, it contains in germ all that we 
shall ever know of the fullness of God. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
IVE two rather uncomplimentary 
names for money, and state where 
they are found. 

2. What three things must a Christian 
watch in the matter of money? 

3. With what great evil does the Bible 
identify covetousness? 

4. How are godliness and gain related? 

5. What truth shows us the folly of 
seeking after riches? 

6. What makes the desire for money 
so dangerous? 

7. What is the best way to escape the 
lure of riches? 

8. What is the difference between eter- 
nal life as a gift and eternal life as a 
reward? 

9. What incentive to stedfastness does 
Paul hold out to Timothy? 

10. What spirit is the Christian man of 
means expected to show? 

(Answers on page 724) 
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But, as a quality of life, it is to be 
realized progressively, and as an ever- 
widening experience, it is the prize of 
earnest contending in the spiritual Olym- 
pics. There are some whose possession 
of eternal life we have no right to dis- 
pute—that is all we can say about them. 
There are others in whom the life of 
God is manifest in “rivers of living 
water.” They live richly, grandly, vic- 
toriously. They “fight the good fight of 
faith,” and as a reward “lay, hold on eter- 
nal life.” “ 

In verse 19 of our chapter, the phrase 
“eternal life” might be better translated 
“life indeed,” or “real life.” Wealth 
greedily amassed and selfishly held will 
warp and wither the soul. But a Chris- 
tian who has wealth can use it for God 
in such a way that it tends to enlarge- 
ment of life. So “poor preacher” (v. 12) 
or rich man (v. 19) may have life, and 
“have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 


Personal Applications 

Godlessness and covetousness go hand 
in hand to rob a man of his soul, but 
godliness and contentment combine to 
bestow eternal riches. 

Why all the concern about borrowed 
toys? Seek true possessions, “an inheri- 
tance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away” (1 Pet. 1:4). 

Don’t cultivate the root, and you will 
never have to gather the fruit (1 Tim. 
6:10). 

The best way to flee is to have some- 
thing better to pursue, as children 
allured by a candy bar will drop the 
dangerous toy (v. 11) 

Are you content with the gift of eter- 
nal life, or are you pressing on. to the 
prize? @. 12.) 

Golden Text 

1 Tim. 6:10.—*. . . while some coveted 
after, they have erred.” Covetousness is 
sure to lead us astray. It is coveting 
that distant bit of green grass that makes 
the sheep stray from the flock, and covet- 
ing gold, or glitter, will strip a Christian 
of his steadfastness and make wreck of 
his faith, and in place of the anticipated 
pleasure, he finds only grief, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SucGcEsSTED HYMNS 
“Jesus Is All the World to Me” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father in Heaven, all the good 
we enjoy comes from Thee, the giver of 
every good and perfect gift. We ac- 
knowledge gratefully all Thy merciful 


»>kindness. Help us never to let Thy gifts 


so absorb us that they mean more to us 
than the giver. Let not the love of money 
nor the things and pleasures money buys 
rule our hearts, but rather love for Thy- 
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self. Bless the warnings and teachings 
of Thy Word to us today, and help us to 
be doers of the Word. To the needy and 
afflicted be a mighty and gracious de- 
liverer. Let a great revival of Christian 
faith and behavior sweep through our 
land and beyond us to other lands. Pros- 
per the cause of our Saviour in every 
place. Pardon our every sin, free us 
from evil habits, and make us truly 
Christlike, for Thy name’s sake and 
glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text is 
a very important Scripture. It tells us 
the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil. How many lives are darkened 


or LOVE OF 


RULE MY HEART? 





— 











by discontent and covetousness through 
love of money! How many crimes have 
been committed for love of money! Yet 
God’s Book not only tells us money-love 
is a root of all sorts of evil, but it also 
tells us that using our earthly posses- 
sions to God’s glory brings His blessing. 
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Through the Prophet Malachi God tells 
His people to bring all the tithes into the 
storehouse and then says, “Prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord, -_ 2 
will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing.” 
Many have done this very thing and 
proved for themselves that putting aside 
one-tenth of all they receive for God’s 
work has brought God's blessing. 

One part of this blessing is that tith- 
ing helps to check the love of money. 
Faithful tithers put God first in money 
matters by always setting aside the 
tenth, and where God comes first the 
love of money is overcome. A woman 
who had tithed her income for years un- 
expectedly received a legacy of $5,000. 
She had little of this world’s goods and 
age was creeping on, but she put aside 
$500 for the Lord’s work, But after her 


death, under the date she received the 
legacy, these words were found in her 
diary: “Quick, before my heart gets 
hard.” Those words showed she had 


been tempted not to tithe so large an 
amount. But her’tithing habit was strong 
enough that she overcame the tempta- 
tion. The tithing habit of years gave her 
victory over the love of money, and the 


“THY KINGDOM COME!” 
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same good habit will help us to avoid the 
love of money and escape the evils 
money-love brings. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 

“But godliness with contentment is 
great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6-8).—Godliness is 
the habit or practice of bringing God 
into everything. The fact of God and His 
will enters into every department of 
life. 

Christians are strangers and pilgrims 


in this world (1 Pet. 2:11). We have 
heard of “the hope which is laid up for 
{us] ...in heaven” (Col. 1:5); we are 


waiting and watching for our Lord from 
Heaven to take us to Himself and share 
His glorious inheritance with us (Rom. 
8:17). We are stewards for life of all 
that He has been pleased to give us here. 

“We brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing 
out,” hence we should be content with 
the necessaries of life—food, raiment, 
shelter. “The words translated ‘food’ 
and ‘covering’ are both in the plural 
which may indicate the variety in either 
case provided by God. The ‘covering,’ 
too, is not limited to clothing, and should 
not be so translated, as it takes in dwell- 
ing as well” (Wm. Kelly). 

Many a serviceman, while on foreign 
soil and facing death by violence, has 
said, “If only I could be with my loved 
ones, in a humble home and have food 
and raiment, I would be perfectly con- 
tent.” 

“But they that will be rich fall into 
temptation” (1 Tim. 6:9).—Another ren- 
dering of the verse is “But thase that 
desire to be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and many unwise and hurtful! 
lusts, such as sink men into destruction 
and perdition.” 

Here it is not the actual possession of 
wealth that is under consideration, but 
the desire, the purpose, the determina- 
tion to become rich. The one can be as 
destructive as the other. The rich, young 
ruler “went away grieved,” because he 
valued his great possessions too highly 
to follow Christ (Mark 10:22). 

A man in England, at 30, vowed that 
he would be a millionaire at 40. He 
realized his ambition. At 40 years of age, 
he was speaking to 100 of his employees, 
and while half way through a joke, col- 
lapsed and died. No time to prepare for 
eternity! 

“For the love of money is the root of 
all evil” (1 Tim. 6:10).—Money itself is 
not the root of all evil, for it can be used 
to the glory of God. The Scriptures men- 
tion the names of many rich men of 
God, such as Abraham, David, Solomon, 
and Joseph of Arimathea. It is the love 
of money which is a root of all kinds of 
evil. 

A woman, whom one magazine rated 
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as the No. 3 woman blues: singer of the 
nation, pleaded guilty in a San Fran- 
cisco Court to a narcotics charge. She 
said she once owned an $18,000 home, 
and earned from $400 to $500 a week. 
When she began using narcotics, she 
spent over $50 a day-.for them. She lost 
her position and everything she had and 
was facing a prison term. What else 
could it have been on the part of the 
dope peddlers but the love of money 
that encouraged them to take everything 
from her in exchange for the dope? 

“O man of God, flee... follow 
fight” (1 Tim. 6:11, 12).—There are some 
things which a Christian must lay aside 
(1 Pet. 2:1); and other things he is ex- 
horted to “abstain from” (1 Pet. 2:11); 
but the things which the apostle men- 
tions here, he must flee from. Rapid 
flight from such dangerous things is not 


cowardly, but godly. It will prepare 
him to follow after such worth-while 


things as righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, patience, and meekness. 

Then there is fighting to engage in— 
“the good fight of faith.” Those who 
enter the sordid fight for wealth have 
only this world in mind; but faith en- 
ables the believer to become other- 
worldly, and to set his mind “on things 
above, not on things on the earth.” 

Mr. H. H. Bingham says: “A few years 
ago my family and I spent the summer 
at Jasper Park, a famous resort in the 
heart of the Canadian Rockies. One day 
we thought we would climb one of its 
foothills to get a good view of Mt. Edith 
Cavell, that grand snow-covered moun- 
tain which stands as a perpetual monu- 
ment to the memory of the heroic British 
nurse. 

“We were about two-thirds of the way 
to the top when we passed a party of 
Americans jauntily descending. Just as 
we were passing, I ventured a question 
without any preliminary introduction. I 
simply asked: ‘Is it worth while?’ With- 
out the slightest hesitation came the 
cryptic answer from one of the party. 
‘Yes. sir, everything above the level is 
worth while.’ 

“Everything above the level is worth 
while. People who are content to live on 
the low levels of life should never for- 
get such a sentence. There is something 
in the dynamic of position, both phys- 
ically and spiritually. People who lift 
their eyes unto the hills and who are 
willing to climb will find that their help 


‘cometh from the Lord which made 
heaven and earth.’” 

“Lay hold on eternal life.” The life 
itself is the free gift of God in Jesus 
Christ our Lord (Rom. 6:23). Yet we 
are exhorted to lay hold of it. Men of 


the world lay hold of wealth—at least 
as much as they can get their hands on— 
we are to lay hold of eternal life, by 
going in for all those things which “are 
really life,” as it is rendered in another 
version. Real life is not found in money 
and the things it can purchase, but in 
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the knowledge, worship, and service of 
God (Jer. 9:23, 24; John 17:3). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, money plays a large part 

in most people’s lives. Money can be 
the source and means of deep satisfac- 
tion and much joy, but it can also be the 
source and means of much misery. The 
Lord intended that we should have deal- 
ings with money; He leas laid out some 
very definite rules to govern our rela- 
tions to it, and when those rules are fol- 
lowed money becomes a great blessing. 
But like every other good thing the Lord 
in His goodness has provided for our en- 
joyment, it is immediately discovered by 
Satan, who cleverly sets about convert- 
ing it into an instrument of defeat and 
uhappiness. 

It is interesting to see how early in 
life money attracts us. My little neighbor, 
just three and a half years old, has a tri- 
cycle on which he pedals around the 
yard much of the day. Yesterday, in a 
mock business gesture I offered him a 
nickel for it, expecting a flat refusal: but 
after looking a moment at the nickel he 
dismounted, stepped forward. accepted 
the nickel, and ran into the house as fast 
as he could go. Surprised. I was left 
with something I could not use, while 
the little fellow had made a bargain that 
he would rue—if I had chosen to hold 
him to the trade. Money does tricks 
like that. 

You must have heard the story of the 
four-year-old who got his hand caught 
in the neck of a metal vase and couldn't 
pull it out. All the family gathered 
round to help him, now thoroughly 
frightened and crying with pain. Finally 
came the doctor, who knew something 
about anatomy, and asked the child if 
he was holding anything in his hand. 
Yes, a penny he had dropped in the vase. 
He was persuaded to open his little fist 
and release it, and out slipped his hand 
as easy as that. Yes, money does tricks 
like that. Hoarding it deprives one of 
many sweet liberties. 

Paul is telling Timothy in our lesson 
today that “the love of money is the root 
of all evil: which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows” (1 Tim. 6:10). It is a remark- 
able fact that there is no sin but that the 
love of money may nestle at the root of 
it, and wherever the love of money con- 
nects itself with sin it makes it vastly 
worse. On the other hand, money can 
be used to make good better, but the love 
of money—never. The whole matter 
hinges on whether you value money for 
itself or for the good that it can do. So, 
as in all the relationships and interests 
of life which may teeter on the border 
line of good and evil, the only safe course 
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is to follow the directions plainly given 
in His Word by the giver of all good 
gifts—even our Lord. 

Through Malachi, His prophet (3:10), 
He says, “Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a-blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it.” 

The first thing to do is to recognize 
that God has a right to a. part of your 
income, certainly not less than one- 
tenth. Faithfully pay that, and God says 
He will “op@n you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you but a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to re- 
ceive it.” You cannot begin it too early. 
Colgate, the great soap manufacturer, as 
a boy, rode a mule that walked along- 
side the canal, towing a bargegfor which 
he received one dollar a week. Receiv- 
ing his first dollar, the boy took out one 
dime for the Lord. With that he began’ 
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a whole lifetime of tithing (and above) 
and became a multimilWionaire, endowed 
a college which was named for him, lived 
a prosperous, happy Christian life. Tith- 
ing not only brings blessings in abun- 
dance, spiritual and material, but is one 
sure way of keeping constantly in mind 
that we are in a holy partnership with 
God. 

Fellows, money and all possessions are 
a sacred trust, and it is only as we rec- 
ognize in these our stewardship to the 
Lord that we can see the windows of 
Heaven open and God pouring out bless- 
ing. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Whom Do You Fear Most?—The love 
of money is the root of all evil: which 
while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows (1 
Tim. 6:10, Golden Text). Now it came 
to pass on a day at noon that I was the 
guest of a certain rich man. The lunch 
was enjoyed at a popular restaurant; 
the waiters were very efficient, and the 
food was good. Now, when the end of 
the meal was at hand, the waiter brought 
unto the host a check. The host exam- 
ined it, frowned a bit, but made no com- 
ment. But as we arose to depart, I ob- 
served that he had laid some coins un- 
der the edge of his plate. Howbeit, I 
know not of what denomination the 
coins were, but the waiter who stood 
near by, smiled happily, which, being in- 
terpreted, means that the tip was satis- 
factory. Now with such customs we are 
familiar, and this parable entereth not 
into the merits or demerits of tipping. 
But as I meditated on the coins that be- 
come tips throughout the nation, I began 
to think of tips and tithes. For the pro- 
verbial tip should be at least a tenth, 
lest the waiter or waitress turn against 
you. And as I continued to think on 
those things, it came unto me that few 
people who go to church treat their God 
as well as they honor their waiter, for 
they give unto their waiter a tenth, but 
unto God give whatsoever they think 
will get them by. Verily, doth man fear 
the waiter more than he fears God? And 
doth he love God less than he doth the 
waiter? Truly, truly a man and his 
money are past understanding!—Author 
unknown. From Log of the Good Ship 
Grace. Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, 
Calif. Prize illustration. 


Nothing To Trouble About.—But god- 
liness with contentment is great gain (1 
Tim. 6:6). Old Nancy lived alone in a 
poor cottage, without money, without 
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relations, half blind, and very lame. But 
she was exceedingly happy, and when 
asked the reason for her happiness she 
replied: “Perhaps it’s because I haven’t 
anybody but God. You see, rich folks 
depend upon their families and their 
houses: they have to be thinking of their 
business, their wives and children. then 
they are always greatly afraid of trou- 
bl@s ahead. But you see I haven't any- 
thing to trouble about, because I leave 
it all to the Lord and He looks after me.” 
—From Bible Friend. Sent by Mrs. Her- 
man L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


Lily Bound.—§ut they that will be 
rich fall into temptation and a snare 
(1 Tim. 6:9). A traveler tells of a pecu- 
liar experience that happened to him as 
he voyaged on the coast of South Amer- 
ica. While his ship lay at anchor it be- 
came lily bound. The growth of vege- 
tation in that climate is very rapid, and 
during a few calm days the vessel be- 
came the center of a great floating island 
of beautiful lilies. But the beauty was 
soon forgotten in the danger. They ac- 
cumulated so rapidly that the chains be- 
came entangled, and yielding to the flow 
of the tide, the flowery mass caused the 
vessel to drag her anchor, and to drift in 
a wrong direction. Eventually the crew 
had a long and tedious task with hat- 
chets to release their ship from the im- 
prisoning flowers—a picture of the em- 
barrassing effect of eminent success. 
How often has an accumulation of the 
gay and golden flowers of opulence and 
pleasure accounted for the fatal drifting 
of noble lives!—From Dr. Watkinson. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Like a Mighty Army?—Fight the good 
fight of faith (1 Tim. 6:12). A minister 
asked a returned GI to speak in his 
pulpit. He said: “‘Like a mighty army 
moves the church of God.’ The trouble 
is that about 10,000,000 men know ex- 
actly how an army moves. Suppose the 
army accepted the lame excuses that 
many of you think good enough for not 
attending the church parade. Imagine 
this: Reveille at 7 a.m.—squads on par- 
ade ground. Sergeant barks out, ‘Count 
fours.’ ‘One, two, three,’ four is missing. 
‘Where’s Private Smith?’ ‘Mr. Smith was 
too sleepy to get up. He said to tell you 


he would be with you in spirit.’ ‘That’s 
fine, says the _ sergeant. ‘Where's 
Brown?’ ‘He’s playing golf. You know 
how important recreation is.’ ‘Sure, 
sure, says the sergeant cheerfully. 


‘Hope he has a good game." Where's Rob- 
inson?’ ‘He is sorry, but he is entertain- 
ing guests today. Besides, he was at 
drill last week.’ ‘Tell him he is welcome 
any time he finds it convenient to drop 
in for drill.’ If any GI pulled that stuff 
he would get twenty days in the brig. 
Yet you hear stuff like that every week 
in church. ‘Like a mighty army!’ Why, 
if this church moved like a mighty army, 
a lot of you folks would be court-mar- 
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tialled within an hour.”—Abridged from 
the Evangelical Christian. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Unappropriated Blessings.—God . . 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy (1 
Tim. 6:17). A poor old widow, living in 
the Scottish Highlands, was called upon 
one day by a gentleman who had heard 
that she was in need. The old lady com- 
plained of her condition, and remarked 
that her son was in Australia and doing 
well. “But does he do nothing to help 
you?” inquired the visitor. “No, noth- 
ing,” was the reply. “He writes me regu- 
larly once a month. but only sends me 
a little picture with his letter.” The 
gentleman asked to see one of the pic- 
tures that she had received, and found 
each one of them to be a draft for ten 
pounds. That is the condition of many 
of God’s children. He has given us many 
“exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises.” which we either are ignorant of or 
fail to appropriate. Many of them seem 
to be pretty pictures of an ideal peace 
and rest, but are not appropriated as 
practical helps in daily life. And not one 
of these promises is more neglected than 
the assurance of salvation. An open 
Bible places them within reach of all, 
and we may appropriate the blessing 
which such a knowledge brings.—From 
“Moody’s Illustrations,” by D. L. Moody. 
Sent by Mrs. Lydia D. Soll, Seattle, Wash. 


Preparation Before the Storm.—Laying 
up in store for themselves a good foun- 
dation against the time to come (1 Tim. 
6:19). One winter night in a tiny cottage 
in a Scottish glen a fine old Scotsman 
lay dying. The wind howled through the 
trees and blew the peat smoke into the 
room. The rain lashed the windows. It 
was a wild night. Only his daughter 
and himself were in the house. “Father,” 
said the former, “would ye like me to 
read the Bible to ye?” “Na, na, lassie,” 
said the old saint. his eyes full of the 
light streaming from the other land, “I 
theekit [thatched] ma hoose before the 
storm began.”—From “In Quest of a 
Kingdom,” by Dr. L. D. Weatherhead. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


What If He Were Death?—Laying up 
in store for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that they may 
lay hold on eternal life (1 Tim. 6:19). 
“What is your business?” “Oh, it is just 
to speak a little about the soul and its 
eternal interests. But I see you are very 
busy.” “Well, yes, I am, very.” The 
preacher put out his hand to say, “Good- 
by.” and drawing close to the astonished 
man, whispered solemnly in his ear, 
“Suppose I had been Death?”—From 
‘227 Heart-Reaching Illustrations,” by 
Theodore W. Engstrom. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Tue SEcRET OF REAL RICHES 

HERE are two rich men in Scripture 

whose lives are in marked contrast. 
Turn to Luke 12:16-21 and read about 
the rich “fool.” Why did God call him 
a fool? (Because he thought only of 
himself. Because he thought only of this 
life.) You are both right. This man was 
laying up treasure for himself, and only 
laying it up for this life. 

Turn to Acts 4:34-37. Here in the early 
church we find a man just the opposite 
of the rich fool, The early Christians 
were thinking of others rather than of 
themselves. They gave so freely that 
there was no poor person among them. 
They lived in the light of eternity in- 
stead of just living for this life, as the 
rich fool had done. Only one of those 
who sold their property and gave the 
whole price of it to the Lord is named, 
and he was Barnabas. His property may 
have been the most valuable of all, we 
don't know, but for some reason the Holy 
Spirit has singled him out as an example 
of those who gave their wealth to the 
Lord, to be used for the needs of others, 
or for spreading His Gospel. 

The life of the fool ended with his 
decision to build bigger barns and then 
retire from business, settling down to en- 
joy his great possessions. He was not 
able to do this. After a lifetime of effort 
to accumulate wealth, he suddenly had 
to leave it all. He could take nothing of 
what he had gathered with him. 

On the other hand, the recorded life 
of Barnabas starts with his giving all to 
the Lord. Read Acts 11: 22-24 to see some 
of the blessing that attended his steps. 
In Acts 15:25 he is called “bcioved.” 
Girls, to be loved by God's people is 
worth far more than earthly riches. 

Now turn to 1 Timothy 6:6-19. Luke 
was the man God used to record these 
two stories—of the rich fool and of 
Barnabas. He was a lifelong friend and 
companion of the great Apostle Paul, 
who by the Holy Spirit wrote these 
words to Timothy. Both of them seem 
to have been wealthy, influential men, 
and both gave all to Christ. How we 
shall enjoy seeing them rewarded! 

Read 1 Timothy 6:6-8. The love of 
money is a very common thing in our 
country today. God's Word says it is 
“the root of all evil,” not the only root, 
but one of them. The love of money has 
led people, directly or indirectly, into 
sin of every kind. 

Godliness and sin are as far apart as 
Heaven and hell. The love of money 
leads a person away from godliness 
toward sin, so it is something that every 
Christian needs to be on special guard 
against. See what Paul says to Timothy 
in verses 11, 12. He is told to flee from 
the love of money and from all the sins 
to which it leads. 
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Now read verses 13-16 and let us con- 
sider the wonderful One who was rich, 
but for our sakes “became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich.” 
Once He stood before Pilate as the meek 
and lowly Jesus, but He is coming back 
to earth, the only ruler, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. He is the source of 
immortality and light. After looking 
upon Him, earthly riches seem very 
paltry. 

Notice all the riches in the next three 
verses. Christians who are rich in this 
world are not to trust in their riches, 
but in God who gives richly. They are 
to be rich in good works, thus laying 
up treasure in Heaven. Captain Allen 
Gardiner certainly laid his treasure up 
in Heaven. Last week we left him land« 
ing on the dry, barren coast of Patagonia. 
The first thing he did was to light a fire. 
Some natives approached and lit a fire 
also. The missionary made signs of in- 
vitation and they drew near. They wore 
only a single skin, which left them 
mostly naked, and they were armed with 
bows and arrows. Gardiner found that 
they had no idols and that they seemed 
to think little about anything except 
what they could get to eat. But they did 
believe in a good spirit and in an evil 
spirit. So this faithful servant of the 
Lord proceeded to learn one af the 
Patagonian languages in order to teach 
them the Word of God. He wrote to the 
missionary society in London once more 
on behalf of South America, asking them 
to send out a missionary to help him, 
but again they had to refuse for lack of 
funds. 

Then Captain Gardiner decided to go 
back to England himself to tell them of 
the great need of Patagonia. He reached 
there in 1843 and since no existing mis- 
sionary society felt able to help South 
America, Gardiner went around to the 
churches telling of those other human 
beings living and dying without once 
having heard the Ggspel of the Lord 
Jesus. Finally, a few earnest Christians 
met together and formed themselves into 
a committee to send the Gospel to the 
Patagonians and to the people of Tierra 
del Fuego. They decided to send a Mr. 
Hunt as their first missionary. He and 
Captain Gardiner went back to Pata- 
gonia looking for a good place to start 
a mission station. When the boat set 
these two men down on the southern 
shore of South America, they had to 
travel on foot into the inland district. 
They hid most of their clothing, bedding, 
and food, as they could not carry such 
a heavy load. When night came they 
were so cold it was impossible to sleep. 

These men might have enjoyeg all the 
comforts of civilization, but they chose 
to suffer discomforts of every sort, in 
order that those poor heathen might 
learn of Jesus and His great salvation. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Sharing God’s Gifts 

(1 Tim. 6:6-11, 17-19) 
F MEMBERS of the class are return- 
ing from Grandmother's, or the moun- 
camp, an exchange of expe- 
serve as introduction for 
Point out the source of the 
enjoyments of nature as “God, who, 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” 
The stay-at-homes can share their expe. 
riences in community activities or 
money-making New clothes may be 
noted, too. The materials in them come 
from the hand of God. Have the chil- 
dren all had enough to eat? Food, too, 
is provided by God. Are the children 
contented and happy? Are they rich? 
The following is a paraphrase of the les- 
son text which you copy out ahead of 
time, and then ask someone from the 
class to read aloud: 

Dear Timothy: 

People are really rich if they love 
God and are satisfied with what they 
have. We Lrought nothing into the 
world when we were born. We can 
take nothing out when we die. So if 
we have enough to eat and to keep us 
warm while we are here, we shall 
have enough 

Those who try to get rich run into 
temptation. fall into a trap, and get 
to loving many foolish and hurtful 


tains, or 
riences may 
this lesson. 


things, which drag men down to ruin 
and hell. Every kind of sin grows from 
loving money. While trying to get 


money, some men have lost their faith 
and tortured themselves with many 
troubles 

But you, God’s man, keep away from 
such things. Instead try to get good- 
ness. love for God, faith, love, patience, 
kindness 

Tell those who are rich in the things 
of this world not to be stuck-up, not 
to trust in their riches, which they 
might lose, but in God who so richly 
gives us all things to enjoy. Tell 
them to use their riches to do good, 
to be rich in kind deeds, to be gener- 


ous, sharing with others. That way 
they will be making a good start for 
the future, saving up, to really live. 


God. bless you all, 
APOSTLE PAUL 

Have the first paragraph read, and dis- 
cuss its meaning. Is getting rich the 
most important thing when you grow up? 
Read the second paragraph and discuss 
that. What should God’s people be try- 
ing to get instead of just money? Read 
the third paragraph. Is it wrong to be 
rich and have nice things? Read the 
last paragraph. Emphasize that all the 
nice things they have really are God's. 
He has put them on earth for us to use 
and enjoy and share. 

Those children who have been earning 
money during the summer should be 
guided in sharing with the needy, per- 
haps in a special offering next Sunday. 
In a rural community where children’s 
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money is earned largely by picking ber- 
ries, beans, or other crops, there may be 
interest in sending the Gospel to migrant 
harvesters in our country. Consult de- 
nominational headquarters for work 
your denomination is doing in that field. 
This interest may be continued through 
the next quarter’s lessons, which empha- 
size helping and saving just such people. 

Children who have not been earning 
may bring souvenirs of summer activ- 
ities, such as stones, bird’s nests, shells, 
or articles constructed during the sum- 
mer. These objects, taken by pupils who 
can tell about them, might be used as 
gifts for sick or hospitalized children. 
“God. .. . giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy: ... be rich in good works, ready 


to distribute, willing to communicate” (1 | 


Tim. 6:17. 18. Memory Verse). 

If school is beginning this week, the 
part of Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians 
which we interpreted as applying to 
school. in the lesson for August 2, may 
be used. Close with prayer for a Chris- 
tian testimony at school by their con- 
duct there. and a blessing upon God’s 
gifts of the summer which they will 
share with others. 

Orono, MAINE. 

bid 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ITHIN the next few days you'll be 
starting off to school. You can de- 
pend on it that, as you leave the house, 
Mother will call something important to 
you. It may be, “Be sure to come right 
home after school!” Or perhaps she may 
call: “Keep your hands clean. Don’t 
forget to stop at the store and bring 
potatoes!" Whatever it may be, you had 
better remember her instructions. For 
last instructions are always important. 
Long ago. a short time before the 
Apostle Paul died, he sent important 
instructions to Timothy, his young 
friend. We know they are important be- 
cause they are almost the very last in- 
structions that Paul ever gave. And last 
instructions are ¢mportant. Remember: 
what Paul wrote to Timothy is equally 
important for us. 

Can you guess what it was about which 
Paul wrote? It was about the right use 
and the wrong use of money. Many of 
the early Christians had a great desire 
to be rich. to have power, and to be hon- 
ored (and many have it today, too). 
These things, they thought, counted most. 
Unfortunately, however, those who had 
money began to trust in their money 
rather than in God. Money, Paul wrote, 
could fail them. Loving money more 
than loving God would lead to trouble. 
God would never fail them, Trust Him. 
Trust Him only! 

Paul explained in his Letter that it is 
impossible to bring anything into the 
world when we are born. We have no 
clothes, we have no money of our own, 
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we have nothing. When we die, we can- 
not take a thing with us—not one thing! 
We must leave our clothes, our friends, 
our families, everything behind us. So 
then, what does it matter how much or 
how little we have while we are living? 
The Lord God will surely take care of 
our needs (Phil. 4: 19). Even though we 
do not have all that we want, Paul says 
we are to be content—be happy (1 Tim. 
6:6, 7). The Lord Jesus Himself prom- 
ised that we shall have enough to eat 
and enough to wear, and that is all that 
should matter (v. 8: Matt. 6:25-34; Heb. 
13:75, 6). Be content! Trust Him! Trust 
Him only! 

Timothy (Paul wrote, 1 Tim. 6:11-16), 
don’t you be trying to get money. Run 
away from that sort of thing. The im- 
portant thing for you, Timothy (and 
this is for us, too, remember!), is to do 
that which pleases God—the things 
which His Holy Spirit helps you to do. 
Do right things ‘1 Cor. 15:34; 1 John 3: 
7). Beaman of God (1 Pet. 1:16). Have 
faith (Gal. 3:11). Love others (1 John 
3:14). Be patient (Jas. 5:7). Be a meek 
man (Eph. 4:2: Gal. 5:22, 23). You are 
a soldier. you know (cf. 2 Tim. 2:3). 
There are enemies in life—enemies who 
hate the Lord Jesus who lives within 
you. Therefore they hate you, too (John 
15:18, 19). 

Keep close to the Lord Jesus, Timothy, 
each day. That is what I have done 
(Paul wrote later. 2 Tim. 4:7). You re- 
ceived many, many things. Timothy, 
when you received eternal life. Take 
hold of all of them. Enjoy them. Use 
them. Remember. Timothy. the Lord 
Jesus came from Heaven and has shown 
us how to live (1 Pet. 2:21-23). Some 
day (it may be soon) He will come again 
(1 Thess. 4:13-18). Because of that, live 
to please Him. 

Now. Timothy (Paul writes at the end 
of his Letter). try to help those who do 
have money. Tell them not to be puffed 
up, thinking they are better than others. 
Tell them not to *«eep thinking about 
their money. Encourage them to be sure 
to keep their minds on God. It is God 
who gives them everything they have. 
And He gives it richly. Tell them to do 
good things for others. They should be 
willing to give some of their money to 
others (1 Tim. 6:18; 2 Cor. 9:13; Heb. 13: 
16). By doing this, Timothy, they will 
be laying up for themselves treasures in 
Heaven. There they will enjoy their 
treasures forever and forever and forever 
(Matt. 6: 19-21). 

Sally is the age of you girls. Of course 
she does not have a great deal of money, 
though she does have more than many 
little girls have. She could keep it all 
for herself, for it is her money. But 
that is not what she does. Every time 
she goes to Grandmother’s house, she 
takes some of her money with her and 
puts it in the missionary bank. She is 
glad to share what she has so that others 
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can hear about the Lord Jesus. She is 
doing just what Paul said all of us should 
do. 

LANCASTER, PA, 


. i] . 

This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 719) 

1. “Filthy lucre” (1 Tim. 3:3, 8; Titus 
1:7, 11; 1 Pet. 5:2), and “the mammon 
of unrighteousness” (Luke 16:9). 

2. The desire for wealth, ‘what he does 
to make it, and how he uses it. 

3. Idolatry (Col. 3:5). 

4. Gain is no sign of godliness, but 
godliness is true gain, especially where 
contentment reigns (1 Tim. 6:6). 

5. We come in with nothing. and we go 
out with nothing (v. 7; Job 1:21). 

6. When it takes hold. it will stop at no 
wickedness in its attempt to be satisfied 
(v. 10). 

7. Finding some object of holy pursuit 
which will command all our energies 
(v. 11). 

8. Eternal life as a gift becomes ours 
the moment we believe in Jesus: eternal 
life as a prize is the ever-enlarging ex- 
perience of the ‘fullness of God as we 
“fight the good fight of faith” (v. 12). 

9. The appearing of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (v. 14). 

10. Liberality and sharing (v. 18). 

ELMHURST, ILL, 

Ved 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 6 
How Can I Enjoy My Work? 
(Matt. 20:8-16; John 5:13-17) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 

HE observation of September 7 as 

Labor Day is the occasion for our 
topic this week. In your group undoubt- 
edly there will be some who for a num- 
ber of years have been earning their own 
living. There will be others. no doubt, 
who have just finished their formal edu- 
cation, and are starting out in the work- 
aday world. Others. still in schoo] and 
looking forward to the time when they 
will enter business or a profession, may 
perhaps be wondering what their life- 
work will be. The Bible is not some 
sort of book of magic that will tell one 
person he is to be a missionary, another 
that he should be a stockbroker, another 
that he is to be a mechanic, and still 
another how he can make a success as 
an engineer or a physician. It does con- 
tain, however, certain basic principles 
that will guide each of us into the life- 
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Lesson for September 6 


work for which we are best suited and in 
which we can be happy and can make 
a true success. 
we 

A clear understanding of work is one 
of the first steps. God, in His wisdom, de- 
signed, from the very beginning, that 
work should be a blessing to man. Some 
have mistakenly thought that work is 
a necessary evil, but man cannot long be 
happy or contented with no work what- 
ever to do. Even before the Fall, God 
planned that Adam should “dress” - the 
Garden of Eden “and keep it” (Gen. 2: 
15). Disobedience and sin have in some 
respects made work toil (Gen. 3:17-19), 
but it was never in God’s plan that man 
should be unoccupied and idle, 


Me 

In studying the Ten Commandments, 
even Christians sometimes overlook the 
fact that in giving to the Children of 
Israel His instructions regarding the Sab- 
bath, God also said, “Six days shalt thou 
labour” (Exod. 20:9-11). The rest day 
was important, but so also were the 
working days. 
gee 


The New Testament recognizes the 
place and dignity of honest work. To 
the Thessalonians, Paul wrote, “If any 
would not work, neither should he eat” 
(2 Thess. 3:10). And he continues, “For 
we hear that there are some which walk 
among you disorderly. working not at 
all. but are busybodies. Now them that 
are such we command and exhort by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness 
they work. and eat their own bread” (2 
Thess, 3:11, 12) 


Doubtless vou know some _ young 
people whose whole conception of work 
is that it is merely a means of acquiring 
money, or position, or power. Now God's 
Word ‘ recognizes that the laborer is 
worthy of his hire and should have a 
just and honorable wage, but it also 
warns us, “Labour not to be rich” (Prov. 
23:4). and again, “Labour not for the 
meat which perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life. 
which the Son of man shall give unto 
you” (John 6:27). This does by no 
means imply that we are not to work 
for wages, but points us to the fact that 
the money we receive is not all, and it 
is certainly not to be the objective, for 
“they that will to be rich fall into temp- 
tation and a snare, and into many fool- 
ish and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition” (1 Tim. 
6:9). 

od 


Nevertheless, with the best of inten- 
tions and sincere effort, young people, 
and older ones too, sometimes find that 
they are square pegs in round holes, or 
round pegs in square holes insofar as 
their employment is concerned, and their 
work becomes a drudgery almost to the 
degree that they hate the things that they 
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Bible times. 
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Exceptionally large figures in 
Flan-o-graf make this teach- 
ing technique effective for 
opening periods and programs 
as well as individual classes. 
Printed on sturdy, all-over 
suede-backed paper. 

TEACHER’S MANUAL IN EACH SET 


To help you get the most 
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outlines for each set, Bible 
references for additional read- 
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are compelled to do day after day. How 
then can Christian young people who find 
themselves in such a place avoid dis- 
couragement? First, there must be a 
recognition that God has a plan for us, 
and His plan is perfect and, if followed 
faithfully, cannot lead to failure and dis- 
appointment and bitterness, “For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them” 
(Eph. 2:10). Primarily the reference 
here is to spiritual good works, but the 
application is broad enough to include 
our daily tasks as well. It is not a guar- 
antee that everything will be rosy every 
minute of the time, but it is a promise 
that, since God has planned our way and 
has designed that we should walk in it, 
it will be brought into fulfillment and 
blessing, if we will go along with Him. 
oe 

Next, there is a condition of accept- 
ance and yieldedness to God’s will that 
we must meet. It requires on our part 
a recognition that our Heavenly Father 
knows what is best for us and will do 
just that for us. It is not a matter of 
making our own plans and then expect- 
ing Him to bless them, but rather an 
acknowledgment that He, as our Creator, 
Saviour, and Lord, has the right to do 
with us as He pleases. 

Our part is to go to Him and find out 
what His plan is, and then yield our- 
selves to His direction and guidance so 
that He may fulfill that plan in us. 
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to pass” 
(Psa. 37:5). This attitude of seeking 
God’s will and yielding ourselves to it 
will bring about in our own hearts that 
state of mind that will make our work 
a joy and a blessing, “Delight thyself 
also in the Lord; and he shall give thee 
the desires of thine heart” (Psa. 37:4). 
Very often God does grant to His chil- 
dren the very things they have hoped 
and longed for. But, better still, He 
also has a way of putting into our hearts 
the desire for the things He has planned 
for us, if we are willing to delight our- 
selves in Him. 

oe 

Oh, no! Some of the things that we 
may be called upon to do, in walking in 
God’s way, will not have all the un- 
pleasantness removed, or somehow be 
dressed up in beauty or attractiveness. 
But we shall delight to do them because 
they are within the will of our Heavenly 
Father. Years ago a great man, Phillips 
Brooks, wrote: 

“Do not pray for easy lives! Pray to 
be stronger men! Do not pray for tasks 
equal to your powers. Pray for powers 
equal to your tasks! Then the doing of 
your work shall be no miracle. But you 
shall be a miracle. Every day you shall 
wonder at yourself, at the richness of 
life which has come in you by the grace 
of God.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Rally Day—1953 


ALLY DAY, coming, as it naturally 

does, so soon after vacation time, 
has a way of taking a superintendent or 
a whole teaching staff by surprise, and 
there is little time for preparation and 
rehearsing. The programs written by 
Mary Brainerd Smith were designed to 
supply Sunday schools with Scriptural, 
simple, and yet adequate material that 
would not require lengthy rehearsing. 

They contain responsive readings for 
the whole school,.and verse recitations 
and songs for the various departments. 
These last are set to familiar hymn tunes, 
and may be sung direct from the con- 
venient 4-page leaflets, in Which form 
the services aré printed. 

Two special: Rally Day services are 
available—“God’s Trumpet Calls,” and 
“Our Great Companion.” The cost, 25 
cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred postpaid, 
is low enough to permit the school to 
supply each member with a copy. Orders 
may be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St.; Philadelphia 5. 
Please specify which service you desire. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 








Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 31 to September 6 


Mon.—Joshua 7:16-21. 
The Covetousness of Achan. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I saw... I 
coveted ... and took.” The three steps 
down into the sin of covetousness were 
instanced by sinful Achan: the lust of 
the eye, the desire of life. the grasp for 
gratification. Thus Eve fell, and multi- 
tudes have fallen since, Covetousness 
seems to be a favorite bait Satan likes 
to use with those who are workers in 
the camp of the righteous. So, let us 
heed our Lord’s solemn warning: “Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness: for a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abun- 
dance of the things which he possesseth” 
(Luke 12:15). Take a look at the hole 
of the pit into which coveting can plunge 
a man (1 Tim. 6:9-11). Pray for all who 
are in danger of supposing gain is god- 
liness. 


Tues.—Matthew 26:14-16; 27:3-12. 
Judas’ Lust for Money. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Judas Iscariot 
went unto the chief priests, and said unto 
them, What will ye give me, and I will 
deliver him unto you?” Judas desired, 
and soon found a wicked short cut to 
making quick money. But it was at 
Christ’s expense and his own ruination. 
“They that will be rich fall into tempta- 
tion and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
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destruction and perdition” (1 Tim. 6:9). 
One of the prime requisites of Gospel 
ministry is, “Not greedy of filthy lucre” 
(1 Tim. 3:3). Test yourself on this point, 
Christian. Pray for all Christians who 
are living on “Prosperity Boulevard.” 


Wed.—Luke 15:13-21. 
The Sin of Covetousness. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Into a far coun- 
try.” The Prodigal Son lusted for more 
pleasures than were near at hand. Over- 
desire for carnal gratification led him to 
bid farewell to his best friends, and 
go into a land of ignominy, want, and 
shame. Fortunately, in days of adver- 
sity he bethought himself of his father 
and the life he ought to live for God and 
others. Let all who have been bitten by 
the sin of covetousness return to their 
Heavenly Father in like manner with 
penitence and confession. Pray that all 
who have experienced that it is a bitter 
and evil thing to depart from the living 
God may seek to be delivered from their 
transgressions. 
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Thurs.—Matthew 19:16-26, 
The Power of Possessions, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He went away 
sorrowful: for he had great posses- 


sions.” The rich young ruler was slave 
to his wealth. Tyrant Riches had a 
tight hand upon this man whom the 


Lord called to a better, nobler, happier, 
and glorious life. Riches are a grand 
help as servant, but the worst of masters. 
Mammon manages multitudes. They 
seek in wealth what it can never impart 
—contentment. Ultimate disappointment 
and worse, ruination that will be eternal, 
will be the lot of all who worship the 
idol, money. Pray for the worthy sus- 
tentation of all evangelical missions. 


Fri—Mark 12:38-44. 
Jesus’ Measure of Giving. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This poor 
widow hath cast more in, than all they 
which have cast into the treasury.” Our 
Lord, who sat by the treasury in that 
day. still observes our motive and meas- 
ure in what we give for His work. Heart- 
interest and degree of sacrifice belong 
with holy giving. The dividends the 
Lord gives to His faithful ones for their 
little sacrifices are tremendous. Think of 
the centuries of praise and honor and 
glory given to God for and through this 
poor, generous widow! Pray for a more 
liberal spirit, as covetousness grows in 

this wicked world. 


Sat.—Acts 4:31-37. 

The Generosity of Barnabas. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Barnabas 

a Levite, . . . having land, sold it, and 
brought the money, and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet.” “Son of Consolation” 
was the meaning of his name. He was 
also called “beloved” (Acts 15:25). “A 
good name” is better than great riches 
(Prov. 22:1). Do you tread this path of 
liberality the saints have trod? Pray for 
more “Sons of Consolation” who 
come to the help of faithful servants of 
God, now experiencing shortages in their 
work, 


will 


Sun.—Proverbs 8:10-21. 
True Fruits of Wisdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Riches and 
honor are with me: yea, durable riches 
and righteousness.” Many have knowl- 
edge but do not wisdom. 
Knowledge is like materials with 
which to work; but wisdom is the 
skill that understands how to use the 
materials—mental, material, and spir- 
itual. Wisdom is profitable to direct. 
Knowledge is like parts of an intri- 
cate, indispensable machine; but wis- 
dom is what is 
sembling and using these 
Solomon asked for WISDOM. 
dom is the principal thing.” 
the God of all wisdom and knowledge 
can impart understanding. Pray often, 
“Teach me, O God,” “Give me under- 
standing,” as you study the Scriptures. 
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